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OBITUARY.
EDWARD ROBERT BICKERSTETH, F.R.C.S.,

LIVERPOOL.
'THE death of 'Mr. Edward Robert Bickersteth, which took
place at his residence, 2, Rodney Street, on Saturday,
March 7th, removes one who for more than half a century
has been a promtnent figure in- Liverpool, and waas for
many years one of the most eminent operating surgeons
in the North of England. The family to which the
deceased gentleman belonged has been conneeted -for
several generations with Lancashire, and -of recent yrs
its members have risen-to more than ordiasry dtitinction
in the Church, at the 'Bar, and ti Medicine. - Htis :grand-
father, a medical practitioner of Ktrby Lesdale, had four
sons. Of these one entered the Ohureb, and his son
became Bishop of Exeter; another went to the Bar,
rose to be Mater of
the Rolls, and was

created Lord Langdale;
third son also entered

the Church, and was

father of the labe Dean
of Lichfield and of the
late Bishop of Rtpon;
while the fourth son,
Robert, father of the
subject of the present
memoir, entered the
m e d i c al professlon.
Settling in Liverpool.
be- was in the year 1811
appointed one of the
-Surgeons to the Infir-
mary, not yet eAtitled
Royal, at that 'time

located in Shaw's Brow.
He remained 'on the
staff of the Royal In-
firmary till 1863, when
he retired and Iwas
appointed Cmosultin
Surgeon, and he died In
£857. He acuired -an
extenve-practice 'm

enoyed a -di ishe

poSttion- as a uen01&
Early in-his career be
built 'No. 2, Rodney
Street, and there
subject 'of the preset _
memoir was bom inl
182g. _

'Mr. Bdward Bicker-
steti was arefully edu-
cated -for his father's
prnteasion, and began
his medical studies in
the Liverpool ROyal In-
firmaer chool in 1845,
afterwards, as wa8s the
customat thatday, carry- Y-DWA 'D ROBEhT BI
itg them on in London,
Dublin, Edinburg, and Paris. After obtaiiing his dtploma
as.Member ottheRoyal Oollege of Surgeons do England in
1851, he return6d-'to E2dnburR4 and-renewed-his mputnt-

ancewi3hm1Wyof theeeMbrated teac ruothenad
the'University Of that elty, amd whose-#l h
tion ombined to make the Scotttih ol4tal at'1bstmc
the'leding centre -of medtial and ast

He 'had 'the h4onour of being eiueni,by
Syme, and-held the iffice fr-pwardstof YrM,-evnjMig
the advantsge of Byme's Tpersonl 1rlenilSI4p, nd "the
opportnity Of takitng part in his private aswcll. as -his
hospitSlpractice. It was to thatgreat masterthat heafter-
wards acknowledged himself to be indebted forthe insa-
tianwhich had-guided hinatowards tiheloveeolsrgr. In
1852 he began general practice in Liverpool, acording -to
the custom almost invariable in the provinces St 'that
time, but his predilection for surgery was sstrong that
in 1857, finding no surgical .appaintment vanart. he
established aptvate h.spltal,'which-ttracted coatder-
able attention from the public and the professtln, and led

to bisappalntment,4the same year, at the early age of ,28,
as Surgeon to tte Royal Inrmary. During the long
pertod-of nearly thirty-two-years that he remained on the
staff of that "institution he took a leading part in the
practice and the teiching, his Monday out-patient clinics
being one of the most highly appreciated events of the
week. Always on the look-.out for improvement and
advance in the science and art of surgery, it is not sur-
prising that he was one of the first to appreciate and
adopt the antiseptic system as it became evolved by his
friend and former fellow-atdent, Lord Lister. In 1870 he
reported 3 cafes successfully operated on by the antiseptic
method, in one of which the knee-joint was twice opened
for the removal of loose bodies. One case was a popliteal
aneurysm in which after failure to cure by compressionthe femoral artery was tied with carbollzed catgut. 'He
was early impressed with the valae of absorbale ligatures,
and In April, 18E8, he successfully secured the spermatic

artery with magnesium
, wire In a case of cas-
tration. A memorable

2 day was April 3rd, 1809,
Fwhen Lord `:Lster's

_ 6!Observations on lIsa-
Iture of arteries on the
atseptic system ' ap-

f peared in the Lmeet,
announcing the dis-
covery of "an antiseptic
anim,al lgature which,
applled to an artey,

.virtually surrounded ft
'with a ring of lving
tissue, which actu&Uy
strengthened the vessel
where it obstrueted It."
The ligature had only
been tried on the calf,
but Mr. Bikerste's
attention having been
drawn to the article
he decidedto try the new
ligature on.two patients
-then In his wards, one
a man with aneurysm
-of the n mi d the
_ er *SAneurysm ot
thacarotidtety. Some
_agut was zt once ob-
taned -and prepared,-by
ista's ethod, and .on
Aprll Sth, three days
after the phibllation .f
the paper, Mr. -Blcekr-
steth had tIe honour
of 'beitg the fit to

_ eemply iaw3s carbo-
_ i4sed etgut lAgature

im itke.:&man AuWect,
ajw b.e bad thepatis-
_io-7-ofrtecding a

- LowW eeks later that
CKERSEBTH, F.R.C.S. both patiets had leIft

the Infimary well. The
present generation of sugeons, who have b-ad zo
aequaintance with the anious-proces of separationof
ligatures and the risk of seacndea1meorrhage, can
hardly realie te remendous =afamoe -in surery of
which these two-cases, e tie flirstfdfis.
He h0ld the poetlon ofdLecturer- en 1h Pisielple and

Practieoe u8orgy in. the.ed medkalsehkol. 'n1273 he
'made :'ueeWsful appetlen faor tde tlcaftlir of
Clnial Surgery in Edinburgh, tu-dhad lie.hitheattesti-
mony from Lbrd LItA,aud a mt4-aordial tribute to his
merits from the- Lierpool S-ohol, :the -e.signatories
inealiing- the preseit Lodar verol (Dr.OSton)
and Mr. l,eginald Harrion,e whose lamnted death we
recorded only last week.
Mr. Blckersteth was in evrysense a successful surgeon.

As 'ioperator he -was iadmOittlyf#,le.Pyiscps ; his name
VW for many years a heusehoidword iuLiverpool and the
surrounding distriets; he en da lage and lucrative
prlvate -prasetiae, 4ed was $xtremely poplWar with his
p*tienz s. EHe YWs s deeply Interested in the Roya&
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Infirmary," of which he was a generous supporter, and
since his retirement from the active staff, besides being
consulting surgeob, he had held the office of President for
a year, and had for -a long time been a member of the
general committee.

Mr. Biokersteth married the sister ok-his fellow-studert,
the late Oharles Murchison, and Is survived by his wife. He
leaves two sons and three daughters. The eldest son is
Surgeon to the Liverpool Royal Infirmary, being the third
of the name to hold, that office. One of his daughters Is
married to Dr. George R. Murray of Newcastle.on Tyne.
An indefatigable worker while on duty, he always took

a long summer- holiday, which he -generally spent on his
own yacht. Some- twenty years ago ; he purchaeed the
estate of Craig-y-don In Anglesea, where he had since
resilded a great part of the year. He always enjoyed
excellent health until recently, but for the last five
months he Ihad been confined to the house. seriowly
ill! for most of the time.
He was elected Pre-

sident of the. Medical
Institution In 1870, and
was President of the
Surgical;Section of the
British Medieal. Asso-
e'ation when it met ln
Liverpool in 1883.

Dr. AuGuSTUS CoX-
STABLE MliYBURY, for-
merly of HHeathcote
Street, W.C., died at his
residence In CChelsea
on February 16Ith In the
65th year of his age.
The eldest son of the
late Dr. William Augus-
tusMaybury, he received
his general education at
the aCity of London
School, and entered St.
Thomas's Hospital as
the winner of a scholar-
ship entitling him to
perpetual attendance.
His student career, was
one of industry and
ireat distinction, especi-
al.ly in. connexion with
the sciences only in-
directly connected with,
medieine. In 1866 he
-became M.R.C.S.,L.S.A.,
but already at that
time had won the degree
of Bachelor of Science
at London University,
taking honours at the
examination in several
subjects. He had also
been named an Asso-
ciate of the Royal Ool-
lege of Mines. This he

,a, CforRaAwrti Oh^ snR.nvnl v.-
hibition awarded by the Science and Art Department, South
Kensington, and there he obtained many medals and other
prizes. In 1873 he proceeded to what was at that time a
rare degree-the D.ScXLondon. In his early life he
held several medical appointments, ineluding that of
Registrar of the London Fever Hospital. and the Resident
Medical Officership of the Farrlngdon Dispensary, and of
the Ohelsea, Brompton, and Belgrave DispensaTry, but the
greater part of his life was epent in lecturing and tutorial
work. For thlis he possessed very matked talent, and It was
an occupation entirely congenial to bim. Atone time and
another he beld many posts of this character, among
others the Professorship of Chemistry at the City of
London College, and at the Charterhouse Science School
and P,olytecbntc; he also lectured to the matriculation
class at St. Thomas's Hospital. and devoted much time to
private work In the same connexion, only giving It up a
year or two ago when his health began to fall. Besides
being a man of much kindness of heart, always ready to
assist those who sought his counsel or other servioes,

the versatility of his knowledge made him an exceedingly
pleasant- companion, especially o' the pedestrian excur.
sions towhich he was devoted, and which be turned,for his
friends Into illuminating na.ture studies. He was an
omnivorous reader, and.besides one or two textbooks for
students, had publishecl a translation of some of the-
,works of Ovid.

SIR ALFRED COOPER, KT.,F.R.C.S.EaG.,F.R.O.S.EDJN.,
CONSULTING SUBGEON TO THE WEST LONDON AND

ST. MAHX'S HOSPITALS.
THIs; well-known surgeon, so popular in the fashionable-
world, died in the first week of this month in the Riviera,
where he had been condemned to spend the winter owing
to rapidly-failing health. His father was in his days-
a legal luminary, Mr.' W. Cooper, B.A.Oxon., who became
Recorder of Norwich. Alfred Cooper was educated at
Merchant Tavlors School, and was afterwards apprentice*

to Peter Nichols, an
eminent surgeon, once
on the staff of the Nor-
folk and Norwich Hos-
pital, at which Institu-
tion Cooper was in
constant attendance on
Nichols during his term
of apprenticeship.

In. 1858 Alfred Cooper
,became, a student at
St. Bartholomew's Hos-
pital, and qnallfied as
a Member of the College.
of Surgeons, in 1861.
He did not fill any of
the hotse-staff appoint-
ments at the hospital,
but, determining to per-
fect hia surgical educa-
tion Eo far as was within
his means, he went
through a- course ot
operative surgery in
Paris, his companion
from the great City
hospital being Sir
Thomas Smith. In 1868
he obtained the diploma
of Fellow of the Royal
'College of Surgeons,
Edinburgh. With the
College at Lincoln's Inn
he was, as will be seen,
destined to be more
closely associated. Soon
after qualifying as Mem-
ber, he was chosen as
Prosector to *the Court
of Examinera, which
shows that he had a
reputation for skilll ID
dissection,

After qualification,
Cooper set up in prac-
-finn i,t Ta,viwuuv Rt.d,naf

and made little headway at first. One eventng, how-
ever, he was called in by chance to see a rich man In
the Immediate vicinity of his consulting room, and the
patient was so satisfied with ycu g Cooper's appearance,
manner and treatment, that he gave him the beuefit of his
patronage. Cooptr soon afterwards began to prosper, his
geniality and tact being powerful factors In his favour.
He became well known In West End clubs and popular as
a Freemason. Already when practising in Jermyn Street
he was appointed Hoonorary Surgeon to the Inn's of Court
Royal Volunteers, the far-famed " Devll's Own." A former
comrade testifies, In a recent number of the PalZ Mall
Gazette, to the personal charm and professional reputation
for which Cooper was already distinguished In those days
nearly forty-five years past. Later on Cooper held the
appointment of Surgeon to the Duke of York's Loyal
Suffolk Huasars.

Earl) in his profess0ioal career Cooper gained another
friend, the late Duke of Hamilton. Through this friend.
ship he was introduced into high society, for which he


